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Dear Parents and Carers,

We have had a fantastic week at school, with children engaging positively in their learning
across all year groups. It has been wonderful to see such enthusiasm, particularly as we contfinue
to promote our focus on reading this year.

The children have also taken part excellently in the Mini Marathon challenge. This initiative
encourages them to stay active, build their fitness, and develop an understanding of how to
look after their bodies.

On Wednesday, the children enjoyed a special Earth Day lunch, which they thoroughly
appreciated. It was a lovely way to mark the occasion and raise awareness of caring for our
planet.

This week also marked Autism Awareness Week. The children took part in a special assembly
where they learned about autism, celebrating differences and the importance of inclusion for all
people. It was encouraging to see such thoughtful discussions and understanding across the
school.

Have a lovely weekend and we look forward to seeing you on Monday.

Hamilton Nwokolo

Headteacher

NB: The newsletter is sent from a no-reply email system. If you have a query or question relating to the
content of the newsletter(s), please emadail office@johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk

Best Class attendance for week
commencing 13" April
Red Class 100% and Yellow
Class 99.52%
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Curriculum in Action

READING

2026 is the Natioval Year of Reading

Everyone kvows that reading expands worlds, sharpens minds and fuels
creativity, But research has shown that, outside of school, fewer children
are making time for it. At Jolm Ruskin, we recognise the value of reading

and champion Reading for pleasure’ .

Below are just some of +the ways we incorporate it inte our school day.
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we have daily Guided Reading
sessions where, one session
each week, childrew are able o
choose and engage with a book
gewre that they have chosen
from +he school or class library!

As part of our recent English
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Each week, we have dedicated class reading time i class, where an adult
(class teacher, TA, Leadership Team, and even visitors!) read a chapter from a
chosen class text, This promotes a positive shared reading culture of book
choice, modelled reading (for expression and intonation) and some lively discussions!
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2 Our engaaging bottom hall displays celebrate our ‘Spotlight on Authors’, which aim +o
minspire our children +o enjoy well-known reads and discover new authors, broaden their

= reading choices and encourane
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the joy of reading for pleasure!
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Blue Class read lots of books ch GCk
by the
Artist and Author, ot OIAr
Oliver Jeffers
They have had opportunities bottom
to talk about their favourite Vm“
book and were inspired to
draw what they would like to r(ﬁﬁdmlj
catch after reading
How to Catch a Star d|5P[ﬁ\45!

Year 5 read The Boy Who Fell from the Sky
Benjamin Dean
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twisted classics writien in non-rhyming verse. [1us
- by Freya Hartas, the series reimagines familiar folklore
pe 0 gothic, macabre edge suitable for readers aged 7-12.
- Vermilion class really enjoyed reading the trilogy and we >
recommend (o anyone who like i grucsome story,
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Year 4 read from a set of
DIFFERENT DOESH'T NEAN

Books v a series by BEING ALONE
Poet and Author,
Joseph Coelho l “This is the first chapter book |

(former Children’s Poet Laurate!)

This humorous trilogy about
‘Fairy Tales with a twist’ captured the
children’s imagination so much that
they invented their own!

have ever read! It's a story
about friendship and how not

to judge people. it shows
friendship can go a long way.”

Our commitment +o diversity and inclusion,
ensures both new as well as our known favourite authors are being read in classes. We
are always looking to expand our horizons and are developing our range of livrary books

to include texts that reflect +the world we live in. wWhat are vou reading at home today?
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Coffee Morning

We were delighted to see such a strong turnout at our
recent coffee morning to infroduce the My Child and Me
(ParentSkills2Go) programme. It was fantastic to
welcome so many parents and carers who were keen to
learn more and engage with the support on offer.

The free 12-week parenting course will now begin on
Friday 8th May here at John Ruskin School. The
programme is designed to support parents and carers in
developing practical strategies to manage behaviour,
strengthen relationships, and support children’s
emotional wellbeing.

Throughout the course, participants will explore approaches
such as setting clear boundaries, promoting positive behaviour, and
building confidence in their parenting. It also provides a supportive space to share

experiences and learn alongside other parents.
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We are very pleased to be able to offer this opportunity within our school community and look

forward to working with those who have signed up.
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AuhsmAwareness Month | . ALUTISM
, . : . AWARENESS

This month also marked
Autism Awareness month. The
children took part in a special
assembly where they learned
about autism, celebrating
differences and the
importance of inclusion for all
people. It was encouraging to
see such thoughtful
discussions and understanding
across the school.

This term, we would like to improve our wildlife garden and
pond. We wil be fundraising in order to make the
improvements however we need some advice and help to
. © make it happen.

/ If you are experienced in gardening, or know someone
L. whois, have been involved in a project like this before and
i are willing to help, please get in fouch with us by emailing
the school office.

JRS School Council, Miss Cane and Miss Duffner
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Spare Clothes

? 7 We are currently looking for good-quality spare PE
S ~ N o2 kits and swimming kits to keep in school for pupils
) v (0 | 'N\(= .
', g o al[; (5 \(:\O[L@H'q' @)‘“O who may need them. If you have any items your

child has outgrown and would like to donate, we
would be very grateful. All sizes are welcome.
Please hand any donations in to the school office.

Mosaic Art
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Closing date of mosaic art
competition which is next Tuesday
281 April. All entries should be
given to Mrs Khatu

MOSAIC ART

IDEAS FOR SCHOOL COMPETITION
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Early Years

SEN Support Pack

Registeriforjyourffreelpack

witherslackgroup.co.uk/early-years-sen-support-pack
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Just a reminder that Cedric is available to offer individual
music lessons to your children — piano, guitar, and
ukulele.

Find more information at
music.cedricfangeat.com/portal/info

If you're interested or would like to know more, feel free
to get in fouch with Cedric directly:

WhatsApp: 07923 991893

Email: music@cedricfangedat.com
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Age groups
Location
Dates

Time

GIRLS UNITED gMﬁMg&penmalsZé
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IT'S FREE! Skill building
BIKES AND Ledrides
HELMETS MTB/Track/BMX
AVAILABLE TO All for fun!
BORROW Age8to13

BIKE CLUB FOR EVERYONE!

ALL RIDERS WELCOME!
FORTNIGHTLY/WEDNESDAYS/4:30PM @ BURGESS PARK
SOCIABLE, NON-COMPETITIVE FUN ON BIKES
CONTACT EMILY TO FIND OUT MORE: EMILY@CCW.BIKE
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|l> Drug and

Alcohol Service

Grow
Live Southwark

EDIBLES (
Small Bite, Big Consequence

What are they?

Edibles look like snacks or drinks but they are drugs.
They can look like and smell like cakes, sweets or chocolate but
they contain cannzbis, (THC) tetrahydrocannabincl and may
contzin other harmful chemicals too. They're sometimes called
gummles or hites.

(ﬂ

How can | spot edibles?

Edibles don't have the same look or smell as cannabis. They are
advertised on sccial media and can be easier to distribute than other
typas of drugs as they look like nermal food products.

Their packaging can be very similar to genuine branded products,
Look closely for wording about THC or cannabis,

What are the risks?

They are unregulated so their effects are unpredictable,

One edible could be the same strength as a joint, or more, and can
contain other dangerous or iilegal substances tgo,

Edibles laok like regular snacks so could be ingested by younger
children or pets by mistake.

It can take 1-3 hours for the drug to take effect, sc it's easyto
overdese if the initial amount isn't felt to be taking effect.
Possessing or supplying (selling or giving to others for free)
edibles is illegal In the UK tecause cannabis is a Class B drug this
can resultin a criminal record or prison sentence.,

Advice & Guidance

* Have open conversations with your children so they
understand the risks and know how to access support.

+ Seek medical advice by calling 111 or 999 if you're
concermned about overdose,

« | you're worried about your child using substances, contact
CGL Southwark to get free confidential support about
alcohol and drugs for young people, parents & carers,

- Phone: 020 3404 7699
- Email: SouthwarkYoungPeople@cgl.org.uk

+ For confidential information and advice about drug use,

please visit www.drugsand.me

10
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IT'S FREE!
BIKES AND
HELMETS
AVAILABLETO
BORROW

EVERY FRIDAY, 4.30PM @ BURGESS PARK
SOCIABLE, NON COMPETITIVE FUN ON BIKES
CONTACT EMILY TO FIND OUT MORE: EMILY@CCW.BIKE
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Southwark
Independent
Voice

Empowering families - creating brighter futures

’TRANSITION FROM PRIMARY TO
SECONDARY EDUCATION

7 Date: Tuesday 5™ May 2026
© Time: 10:00 AM - 1:00 PM

? Location: Links Community Centre,

353 Rotherhithe New Road, SE16 3HF
*  Who For: Parents and carers in Southwark

About the event:

One of the most difficult processes can be when your child must
move on from primary school at the end of Year 6. Parent carers
find this daunting and confusing.

To help parent carers understand this process we have the

Southwark SEND Team coming along to explain the step-by-step
process for the Year 6 to Year 7 transition .

This will include, key dates, what parent carers need to do and
when plus timeline of annual review for transition.

If your child is in Year 4 or 5 then this coffee morning is important
for you. Knowing what needs to be done and thinking ahead can
be really help.

* Please note this event is for adults only as we do not have creche facilities

12
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British Sign Language
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Wednesday

Non-Urgent Healthcare

I e oo
urgent healthcare advice

Parent or

carer it about your child, one way
You 6 CAXE S to get this is through the
school nurse on NVRANS hare ANFIg achont Parentline text number.

holidays too!

07520 631130 R

number only. It cannot receive
About ParentLine phone calls

PareniLing and ChatHealth are supported by the Children and Young People’s
Health Parinership which brings together organisations and families in Lambeth

This number is confidential and
1S for use by parents and carers
of children and young people in
people Lambeth and Southwark

and Southwark to improve everyday healthcare for local children and young

Confidentiality Atext message seqvice is also
available for young people, find
out more about ChatHealth

We might inform someone if we are concemed about the safety of you, your
child or someone eise but we would usually speak to you first. Your messages
are stored and can be seen by other heaithcare staff who follow the same
confidentiality rules

13
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Key Events for Week Commencing 20 April

Monday
2.00-2.30 Burgundy Class swimming

Tuesday
10.00-10.30 Turquoise Class swimming
10.30-11.00 Scarlet Class swimming

Wednesday
9.20 & 10.35 Emerald Class assembly

Frday
2.00-2.30 Vermilion Class swimming

Forthcoming Dates

6 May Y5 Wetlands

8 May Y3 Natural History Museum
19 May Yé Chessington

11 June Y3 Horniman Museum

Summer Term Dates 2026

INSET day: Monday 13 April
(school closed to pupils)

Tuesday 14 April -- Friday 22 May
(May Day Bank Holiday - 4 May)
Half Term Holiday: Monday 25 May -- Friday 29 May

Monday 1 June -- Friday 17 July
(school closes at 2pm)

14
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Southwark Council Bulletin

Read here: Latest News

Residents'’ > §wfw«rx
news '

_)

Useful Links

School term dates 25-26 - Term Dates 2025-26

Our website — www.johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk

School caterer - hitps://accentcatering.co.uk/

Uniform supplier — www.earthuniform.com/collections/john-ruskin-primary-school
Secondhand uniform supplier — uniformerly.co.uk/search-listings/2q=&c=17273

School policies, including the school's safeguarding policy —
https://johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk/parents-information/policies/

The Nest - thenestsouthwark.org.uk

Chess in Schools - www.chessinschools.co.uk

Southwark Council - www.southwark.gov.uk

Camberwell Leisure Centre - southwarkleisure.co.uk/centres/camberwell-leisure-centre
Parentkind - www.parentkind.org.uk

Children’s Commissioner - www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk

Department for Education - www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education
Ofsted - www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted

NHS - www.nhs.uk

TFL - fravelforlife.tfl.gov.uk

Southwark parenting - Request a place on a parenting programme | Southwark Council

Southwark local offer - https://localoffer.southwark.gov.uk/
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