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Dear Families  

It has been a fantastic Spring term, with so much to celebrate across the school. Our well-
attended Eid celebration was a real highlight, bringing our community together. We have also 
successfully launched our Year of Reading, with children already showing great enthusiasm and 
engagement. World Book Day was a wonderful occasion, with children coming to school dressed 
as their favourite book characters, which brought stories to life across the school. 

Science Week was also a great success, alongside a range of enterprise projects that the children 
thoroughly enjoyed. 

Our recent school journey was very successful, and we are incredibly proud of our John Ruskin 
athletes who took part in an inclusion sports event. It has truly been a busy and rewarding term. 

As we approach the Easter break, please remember to follow the school uniform policy when 
purchasing items. 

Thank you to all parents for your continued support, particularly regarding the new headship. It is 
an honour to lead such a wonderful, inclusive and diverse community. 

I wish you all a restful break and look forward to welcoming all our families back on Tuesday 14th 
April. 

 

Hamilton Nwokolo 

Headteacher 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
NB: The newsletter is sent from a no-reply email system.  If you have a query or question relating to the content of the 
newsletter(s), please email office@johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk  
 
 

mailto:office@johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk
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We would like to say goodbye to Diane Davies, who has worked at the school for the past nine 
years. During her time with us, Diane has made a significant contribution in ensuring the school 
meets its statutory requirements, particularly in relation to the school website. 

We thank Diane for her hard work and commitment to the school community and wish her all the 
very best for the future. 

 

 

 

     Thank You for Celebrating Eid with Us! 

A huge thank you to everyone who joined us for our Eid Celebration event! Your presence, 
kindness and community spirit helped make the afternoon truly special. We are incredibly grateful 
for all the families and friends who supported the event, and a special thank you go to those who 
generously donated food, treats and drinks — your contributions brought so much joy to the 
children and families who attended. 

Thanks to your amazing support, we raised £635, which will go directly to benefit the children of 
John Ruskin. Your generosity helps us continue creating memorable experiences and 

opportunities for our school community.      
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Free NHS webinar on childhood vaccinations - for parents and carers of nursery 

school children 
  
Thursday 26 March, 12:30 pm - 1:30 pm 
  
Join us online for a free NHS webinar on childhood vaccinations for parents and carers of nursery 
school children. We'll cover everything you need to know to keep your little ones safe and healthy. 
You’ll hear from NHS doctors and nurses who care for children every day and will include:  
  

1. Some of the diseases that vaccinations protect against 
2. How vaccines work 
3. The routine vaccination schedule in the UK 

  
There will be time to ask questions in a safe and open space. You can also submit a question 
before the event when you sign up. Please note we cannot give individual health advice. 
  
Register to attend webinar here: selondonics.org/childimm-Mar26 

 

Important Information for Parents and Carers: Meningitis 

Southwark Public Health has shared the following information after recent reports of 
meningococcal disease in Kent. 

Although meningitis is rare, it can be very serious. Young children can become unwell very quickly, 
so it is important to know the signs and seek medical help straight away if you are concerned. 

 
The recent cases are in Canterbury and surrounding areas. The risk to children and families in 
Southwark is very low. Targeted action has been taken in the affected area, and no additional 
measures are needed locally at this time. 

Meningococcal disease (including meningitis and septicaemia) can become serious very quickly.  
 
 

https://www.selondonics.org/childimm-Mar26
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Spotting symptoms early and getting urgent medical help can save lives. 

What to look out for in babies and young children 
Symptoms can appear suddenly and, in any order, and children may not have all of them. 

Common signs include: 
• Fever, cold hands and feet, pale or blotchy skin 
• Unusual tiredness, floppy body, or irritability 
• Refusing feeds, vomiting 
• High-pitched cry 
• Grunting, rapid or unusual patterns of breathing 
• Stiff neck or dislike of bright lights (more noticeable in older toddlers) 
• Difficulty waking or confusion 
• Seizures (fits) 
• A rash that does not fade when pressed (a glass test may help check this) 

If your child seems “not themselves”, is getting worse quickly, or you are worried, please seek 
medical advice. 

When to seek help 

• Call NHS 111 for urgent advice 
• Call 999 or go to A&E if your child is seriously unwell 
• Do not wait if symptoms are getting worse or a rash does not fade 

Prevention and reassurance: 
• Meningococcal disease is uncommon, especially in young children. 
• The overall risk to families in Southwark remains very low. 
• Meningitis B vaccine is usually given to babies at 8 weeks, 12 weeks, and 1 year. 
• Young children who have missed one or more dose of the MenB vaccine can have this free 

of charge before their second birthday, parents should speak to their GP to book an 
appointment. 
  

For more information: What is meningitis? Symptoms, risks and how to protect yourself – UK 
Health Security Agency 
 

 

 

https://ukhsa.blog.gov.uk/2025/10/31/what-is-meningitis-symptoms-risks-and-how-to-protect-yourself/
https://ukhsa.blog.gov.uk/2025/10/31/what-is-meningitis-symptoms-risks-and-how-to-protect-yourself/
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Curriculum in Action – Science 
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Curriculum in Action - continued 
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Curriculum in Action – continued 
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Parent Course – Starting Soon 

We are pleased to offer a new parent course at John Ruskin Primary School. Camberwell After School Club, in 
partnership with ParentSkills2Go, will be delivering a 12-week parenting workshop titled “My Child and Me”, 
starting on Tuesday 14th April, from 10:00am – 12:00pm. 

This programme focuses on how parents and carers can support their children’s wellbeing through cultural 
perspectives, while also building practical skills that can be applied at home, within the community, and in the 
workplace. 

This is a great opportunity to build confidence, connect with other families, and access valuable support. 

To register, please use the following link: 
https://forms.gle/zAz6aaJUwztHKnLR8 

 

https://forms.gle/zAz6aaJUwztHKnLR8
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British Sign Language 

 

Non-Urgent Healthcare 

If you need some non-urgent 

healthcare advice about your 

child, one way to get this is 

through the ParentLine text 

number. 
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Key Events for Week Commencing 13 April 
 
Monday 
2.00-2.30 Burgundy Class swimming 
 
Tuesday 
10.00-10.30 Turquoise Class swimming        
10.30-11.00 Scarlet Class swimming   
 
Frday 
2.00-2.30 Vermilion Class swimming 
 

 

Forthcoming Dates  
 
22 April  Turquoise class assembly 
 
29 April  Emerald Class assembly 
 
8 May                 Y3 Natural History Museum 
 
 

Summer Term Dates 2026 

INSET day: Monday 13 April  

(school closed to pupils) 

Tuesday 14 April -- Friday 22 May 

(May Day Bank Holiday – 4 May) 

Half Term Holiday:  Monday 25 May -- Friday 29 May 

Monday 1 June -- Friday 17 July 

(school closes at 2pm) 
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Southwark Council Bulletin 

Read here: Latest News 

 

 

Useful Links 
 
School term dates 25-26 - Term Dates 2025-26 
Our website – www.johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk  
School caterer - https://accentcatering.co.uk/ 
Uniform supplier – www.earthuniform.com/collections/john-ruskin-primary-school  
Secondhand uniform supplier – uniformerly.co.uk/search-listings/?q=&c=17273  
 
School policies, including the school's safeguarding policy –   
https://johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk/parents-information/policies/  
 
The Nest - thenestsouthwark.org.uk  
Chess in Schools - www.chessinschools.co.uk  
Southwark Council – www.southwark.gov.uk  
Camberwell Leisure Centre - southwarkleisure.co.uk/centres/camberwell-leisure-centre  
Parentkind - www.parentkind.org.uk    
Children’s Commissioner - www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk 
Department for Education - www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education  
Ofsted - www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
NHS - www.nhs.uk  
TFL - travelforlife.tfl.gov.uk  

Southwark parenting - Request a place on a parenting programme | Southwark Council 

 

 

 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUTHWARK/bulletins/40ff405
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:EU:5f34ad35-9de6-4757-b40a-b09ee8f63e18
http://www.johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk/
https://accentcatering.co.uk/
http://www.earthuniform.com/collections/john-ruskin-primary-school
https://uniformerly.co.uk/search-listings/?q=&c=17273
https://johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk/parents-information/policies/
https://thenestsouthwark.org.uk/
http://www.chessinschools.co.uk/
http://www.southwark.gov.uk/
https://southwarkleisure.co.uk/centres/camberwell-leisure-centre/
http://www.parentkind.org.uk/
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education
http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
http://www.nhs.uk/
https://travelforlife.tfl.gov.uk/
https://www.southwark.gov.uk/form/parenting-programme-referral

