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Dear Families

Safeguarding Update

In our most recent safeguarding in school Southwark newsletter, some incidents where a stranger had approached
a child were shared. Thankfully, no harm came to anyone, and the police are now investigating. Although the
incidents did not take place near our school, we are sharing the information so that families can remain alert. We
would encourage you to remind your children about the importance of:

e Walking with friends or trusted adults when possible.
e Not talking to or going anywhere with people they do not know.
e Speaking to a trusted adult straight away if something makes them feel uncomfortable.

The police advise that any concerns can be reported by dialling 101 (non-emergency), or 999 if there is an
immediate risk. Please be assured that the safety and wellbeing of our children remains our highest priority, and
we will continue to work closely with families to keep our community safe. Thank you for your support.

Hamilton Nwokolo
Headteacher

TfL Travel for Life — Gold Accreditation

We are delighted to share that John Ruskin School has been awarded the TfL
Travel for Life — Gold accreditation.

Travel for Life is a Transport for London (TfL) programme that supports schools in

This is to certify th

L R I I I encouraging pupils and families to travel to and from school in healthy, safe and

e A environmentally friendly ways, such as walking, cycling, scooting and using public
: T 47’{ transport. The programme also aims to reduce unnecessary car use around the
))] school, improving safety and air quality for our community.
puses s /\’\ Schools work through three accreditation levels — Bronze, Silver and Gold — with
. o being the highest level. Achieving this award shows that active and
Tt mzs o | sustainable travel is fully embedded in school life and is having a positive impact

on pupils” health and wellbeing, road safety, and the local environment.

A huge thank you to our students and parents for their continued support, and special thanks to Hannah Cane for
organising and leading this work so successfully. This achievement reflects a real whole-school effort.



mailto:office@johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk

Weekly Newsletter
#17
16 January 2026

JOHN RUSKIN PRIMARY SCHOOL

& LANGUAGE CLASSES

This school is rated Outstanding by Ofsted
since 2009

y ad

2%

S

4

Parents’ Evenings — Next Week

Monday 19 January 3.30 - 6.00 Red Class

Tuesday 20 January 3.40 - 7.00 Main School
Tuesday 20 January 3.40 — 6.00 Purple Class

4
+ PARENTS' ™

-~ EVENING ¢

Available to buy on
the evening, in the

Tuesday 20th
January 2026

#' Please make an appointment:
» using the appointment link
the office sent out on 12"
January or
* by calling the office.

Thursday 22 January 3.30 — 6.00 Lime Class
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Introducing Our New School Chef — Dean

We are delighted to introduce Chef Dean, who has recently
joined our school kitchen team. Dean is a highly
experienced chef who has worked across a wide range of
schools throughout London. He brings with him a strong
understanding of school catering, a real passion for
nutritious meals, and excellent knowledge of our local
community and its diversity.

We are very pleased to welcome Dean to our school and
look forward to the positive contribution he will make to
our children’s lunchtime experience.

FoJR Sponsored Dance

FOJR are asking every class to do a sponsored dance in their PE slots at school until
the end of February to help raise money for the children of John Ruskin.

Please could friends and family encourage their child by sponsoring online on:
https://www.paypal.com/pool/9INpg2dW2h?sr=ancr

Free Chess Webinars Resume

CSC CSC, who teach our chess lessons and take our chess club at JRS, have free chess webinars
resuming next week. Click here if you would like to attend! They are led by the amazing

Chess in Sean Marsh. Between now and half-term, Sean will be broadcasting each Monday between

(S;g':no:":n?g:s 5pm and 6pm, covering topics such as checkmates, openings, captures, and tactics.

Anyone can join the webinars and they are completely free of charge. They are aimed at children aged between
8 and 13 who know the basic rules of chess but are looking to take their next steps. Sean will also be offering
advice on how to continue their learning outside the webinars, including on online platforms such as ChessKid.



https://www.paypal.com/pool/9lNpq2dW2h?sr=ancr
https://www.chessinschools.co.uk/webinars?mc_cid=35e0eec62e&mc_eid=21c2249dc2
https://www.chessinschools.co.uk/chesskid?mc_cid=35e0eec62e&mc_eid=21c2249dc2
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Curriculum: Purple Class’ Hook Day Experience

Magic, Mystery and a White Bear King:
Purple Class’s Hook Day Experience

On Thursday, Purple Class arrived at school to find their classroom transformed into a—1

magical winter wonderland. Before starting our new English text, the children had to
guess what the story might be, using clues hidden around the room. There was a castle,
crown bunting, pictures of cold, snowy forests, crowns, polar bears and our favourite of

all —real snow! We then visited the library to see if we could discover what our book
might be. Everyone had a wonderful tim¢g predicting the story and using their fantastic

' imaginations.
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‘I think this story is about an b Pfimeﬁ S
evil witch who turned a king el

. adventure. It looks like the
into o polar bear _becnuse story is set in Antartico
there are bear prints and a with all the snow.”

king’s costume left behind.” Dara

Alex

"

— —

We had great fun exploring with real snow!
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Non-Urgent Healthcare

<.

vesterday

Signs of the Week

_ If you need some non-urgent
healthcare advice about your

Parent or

carer Text: 07520 631 child, one way to get this is
130

You can text 8 through the ParentLine text

school nurse on We are here dunng school number

holidays too!

07520 631130 T

number only. It cannot receive

About ParentLine phone calls

PareniLine and ChatHealth are supported by the Children and Young People’s
Health Parinership which brings together organisations and families in Lambeth
and Southwark to improve everyday healthcare for local children and young

This number s confidential and
1S for use by parents and carers
of children and young people in

people Lambeth and Southwark
Confidentiality Atext message service is also
available for young people, find

We might inform someone If we are concemed about the safety of you, your
child or someone eise but we would usually speak to you first. Your messages
are stored and can be seen by other healthcare staff who follow the same
confidentiality rules

out more about ChatHealth

1 gty : ‘_‘

o) NS “m il



Wee kly N ews I Ette r JOHN RUSKIN PRIMARY SCHOOL
#17 & LANGUAGE CLASSES )

16 January 2026

A Guide for Parents on Managing Children’s Digital Lives

CHILDREN'S
COMMISSIONER

The Children’s Commissioner, Dame Rachel de Souza, recently published a guide for parents and carers on

managing children’s digital lives:

What | wish my parents or carers knew: A guide for parents on managing children’s digital lives.

Supporting children’s safety is a shared responsibility between families, schools and wider society. For parents and
carers, this responsibility has become increasingly complex as children’s lives are now deeply intertwined with the
digital world. Many parents face difficult decisions about how to balance protecting children from online harm

with enabling access to spaces that are now central to learning, socialising and play.

This guide recognises the complex, rapidly evolving landscape in which children — and parents — are navigating. It

focuses on the challenge of managing children’s everyday online habits.

This guide was written with the direct involvement of children in England. It is a reflection of their views. The
Commissioner’s office visited schools to speak to teenagers, and spoke to their Youth Ambassadors and Youth
Special Educational Needs and Disabilities (SEND) Panel to get their expertise on what works and what doesn’t

work between parents or carers and children in the 21st Century.

Children are clear that they value firm, informed and protective boundaries when adults have concerns about the

content they are accessing online.

As parents, carers, and educators, our job must begin and end with our children’s care and safety. It’s what they

expect and what they want from us.

We hope this guide will be a useful resource for our school community.



https://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/resource/what-i-wish-my-parents-or-carers-knew-a-guide-for-parents-and-carers-on-managing-childrens-digital-lives/

Weekly Newsletter .umN RUSKIN pmmnv SCHOOL
#H17 & LANGUAGE CLASSES

16 January 2026

o

Free Mental Health Support

Your local NHS is providing free counselling, group support and self-help for young people through kooth.com.
It’s completely anonymous and you can sign up without any referral.

Click on the following link for further information:
Free, safe and anonymous mental health support.

Free Parent Education in Multiple Languages

For women accessing maternity care at: St Thomas’, Kings College, Princess Royal University (PRUH), Lewisham
University Hospital and Queen Elizabeth Hospitals. For more detailed information, click on this link.
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https://www.kooth.com/
https://johnruskinprimaryschool-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/ddavies_johnruskin_southwark_sch_uk/IQAMjuHaiEK-RqVEmEWv8uzFAWMfadA6VhIcX54p1I1SBrU?e=OmfSjM
https://www.eventbrite.com/cc/parent-education-in-multiple-languages-3753749?utm-campaign=social&utm-content=creatorshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=odclsxcollection&utm-source=cp&aff=escb
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Free Piano/Keyboard Taster Lessons

“n STEPS

MUSIC SCHOOL

AL

Free Children Piano/Keyboard
Taster Available Now

« Weekly 1 hour lessons available Monday to Sunday for
children aged 5-13

« Children learn to read, write and play music in every lesson. we
also provide keyboard at every lesson

« Termly Exams and certificate along with opportunities to sit at
internationally recognised exams and perform at live events

Contacts us Now by Email, Phone, Whats App or
via our Website/QR Code to Book Your “FREE

TASTER SESSION” :
inf@@®®

e:office@soundstepsmusic.co.uk t:07926 371583
www.soundstepsmusic.co.uk
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Children’s Choir

FREE & EXPERT
MUSICAL TUITION

Rehearsals

N | 4-515pm
St JOHN the DIVINE [aalR s
] KENNINGTON Girls Wednesdays 4-515pm

Q 21 Frederick Cres, London SWo 6XN
AGES 6-11

More information
07518 754672
music@sjdk.org

(
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Key Events for Week Commencing 19 January

Monday
2.00-2.30 Burgundy Class swimming

Tuesday
10.00-10.30  Turquoise Class swimming
10.30-11.00  Scarlet Class swimming

Wednesday
All day Burgundy Class trip to the National Theatre

Forthcoming Dates

30 January Year 5 trip to Science Museum

24 February  Orange Class trip to Brockwell Park
2 March Green Class trip to Brockwell Park

9-13 March  Year 5 School Journey

Spring Term Dates 2026

INSET day: Monday 5 January
(school closed to pupils)

Tuesday 6 January -- Friday 13 February
Half Term Holiday: Monday 16 February -- Friday 20 February

Monday 23 February -- Friday 27 March
(school closes at 2pm)
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Southwark Council Bulletin

Read here: Latest News

Residents’ &= & ik
news PO

Council

Useful Links

School term dates 25-26 - Term Dates 2025-26

Our website — www.johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk

School caterer - https://accentcatering.co.uk/

Uniform supplier — www.earthuniform.com/collections/john-ruskin-primary-school
Secondhand uniform supplier — uniformerly.co.uk/search-listings/?q=&c=17273

School policies, including the school's safeguarding policy —
https://johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk/parents-information/policies/

The Nest - thenestsouthwark.org.uk

Chess in Schools - www.chessinschools.co.uk

Southwark Council — www.southwark.gov.uk

Camberwell Leisure Centre - southwarkleisure.co.uk/centres/camberwell-leisure-centre
Parentkind - www.parentkind.org.uk

Children’s Commissioner - www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk

Department for Education - www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education
Ofsted - www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted

NHS - www.nhs.uk

TFL - travelforlife.tfl.gov.uk



https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUTHWARK/bulletins/403edab
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:EU:5f34ad35-9de6-4757-b40a-b09ee8f63e18
http://www.johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk/
https://accentcatering.co.uk/
http://www.earthuniform.com/collections/john-ruskin-primary-school
https://uniformerly.co.uk/search-listings/?q=&c=17273
https://johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk/parents-information/policies/
https://thenestsouthwark.org.uk/
http://www.chessinschools.co.uk/
http://www.southwark.gov.uk/
https://southwarkleisure.co.uk/centres/camberwell-leisure-centre/
http://www.parentkind.org.uk/
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education
http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
http://www.nhs.uk/
https://travelforlife.tfl.gov.uk/

