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NB: The newsletter is sent from a no-reply email system.  If you have a query or question relating to the content of the 
newsletter(s), please email office@johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk  
 
 

Dear Parents and Carers  

 

 

 

As we come to the end of another successful term, I would like to take this opportunity to thank 

our pupils, staff, parents and carers for their continued support and commitment to our school 

community. 

This term, I have been very pleased to see how smartly the children have come into school each day, wearing the 

correct school uniform and PE kits. This helps to create a sense of pride and readiness for learning. A small number 

of families may still need to purchase uniform items, and we kindly ask that this is done over the Christmas break 

where possible. See below for school uniform and PE expectations.  

Our Black History assemblies were a real highlight. The children engaged thoughtfully and confidently as they 

shared their work and celebrated the important contributions made by Black individuals throughout history. It was 

wonderful to see pupils take pride in their learning and present with such maturity and respect. 

We have also made significant improvements to our lunchtime food provision, introducing a number of positive 

changes. These improvements have been well received and reflect our ongoing commitment to supporting pupils’ 

wellbeing and enjoyment of school life. 

Our Christmas nativities were a great success and were very well attended by parents and carers. The children’s 

singing, acting and confidence were a joy to watch, and we thank families for joining us and supporting these 

special events. 

We were also delighted with the success of our recent Book Fair, which raised £590 for the school. It was 

wonderful to see so many parents and carers show their support by purchasing books and helping to promote a 

love of reading. 

As we now look forward to the seasonal break, I would like to wish all our families a restful and joyful holiday. We 

look forward to welcoming everyone back in the new year, refreshed and ready for the exciting opportunities 

ahead. 

 

Hamilton Nwokolo 

Headteacher  

mailto:office@johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk
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School Uniform and PE Kit Expectations 
 

PE Kit Expectations 
Please ensure your child is prepared for PE lessons with the correct kit. This allows your child to take part in 

physical activities comfortably and safely. 

 

PE Kit includes: 

• Plain navy or white T-shirt 

• Navy blue shorts 

• Suitable footwear (e.g. trainers or plimsolls) 

 

To help prevent lost items, please clearly label all clothing with your child’s name. 

Children should bring their PE kit on their class’s allocated PE days. 

Thank you for supporting high standards in all aspects of school life. 

 

School Footwear Guidelines 
As part of our uniform policy, children are expected to wear plain black shoes or black trainers to school each day. 

 

Footwear should be: 

• Plain black (no coloured soles, logos, or laces) 

• Practical and comfortable for play and learning 

• Smart and supportive 

 

Photos of appropriate footwear are as below for your reference. 

Thank you for helping us promote a smart, unified school identity. 

 

     

 

You can find further information about our school uniform policy and suppliers on our website: 

https://johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk/parents-information/school-uniform/ 

 
 

 

 

https://johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk/parents-information/school-uniform/
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Applying for Reception Places 2026 
 

The deadline to apply for your child’s Reception place for September 2026 is Thursday 15 January 2026 at 

11.59pm. You must apply online via the Southwark admissions portal – https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/ 

 

To view all primary schools in Southwark, please see school’s brochure – Southwark Primary Schools 26-27. 

  

If you require any assistance making your application, please see Jemima in the office. 

 

We have one more open event for Reception classes on the following date: Wednesday 7 January at 9.30am. 

 

Please be aware that attendance at our nurseries does not guarantee your child a place in Reception. 

 

Staffing Update 

I would like to take this opportunity to say a heartfelt thank you to Sarah Pitkin, who joined 
our school in September 2017. During her time with us, Sarah has made a significant and 
lasting difference to our pupils and their families through her dedication, care, and 
commitment. She will be greatly missed by staff, children, and parents alike, and we wish her 
every success and happiness in the next chapter of her career. 

At the same time, we are pleased to welcome back Sarah O’Neil to our school community. 
Sarah joins us with enthusiasm and a strong commitment to supporting our pupils, and we are 
very much looking forward to her being part of our team.  

After-School Clubs – Spring Term Registration 

Google Forms have been sent out with the list of After-School Club options for the Spring Term. Please make sure 
to register your child’s choice of clubs by Wednesday 17th December. 

 

Important Dates 

• Wednesday 17th December: Deadline for club registration 

• Friday 19th December: Confirmation emails will be sent out 

• Week starting 12th January: Clubs begin 

Please note: All clubs must be paid for prior to the start date to secure your child’s place.  

Thank you for your support in making our after-school activities a success! 
 

https://www.eadmissions.org.uk/
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Christmas Parties 

 

The children had a fantastic time at their Christmas parties and meeting Santa! 

Thank you to all parents who donated food to the classes. 

Any leftover party food was donated to Light and Life Full Gospel Food Bank. All donations will be distributed to 

local charities that support vulnerable people. 
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Christmas Raffle Fundraiser – Thank You! 

We’re delighted to share that our Christmas Raffle raised £499 to support the school! 

A huge thank you to everyone who bought tickets and to the local businesses who generously donated prizes: 

• Lala Books (Camberwell) 

• The Book Elephant (Elephant and Castle) 
• Oli Food Centre (Walworth) 

• Orbit Brewery (Walworth) 

 

         Children’s Raffle Winners          

• £30 Tesco Voucher –Saturn (Pink) 
• £15 Lala book Voucher – Logan (Indigo) 

• £10 The Book Elephant Voucher – Kieranie (Lime) 
• £10 The Book Elephant Voucher – Oluwandara (Burgundy) 

• £10 The Book Elephant Voucher – Enzo (Vermilion) 
• Scrabble Game – Renji (Vermilion)  

• Cakes – Rachel (Green), Lexa (Burgundy), Clara (Orange), Renji (Vermilion), Vinia (Burgundy),  

Lexa (Burgundy) 

 

         Adult’s Raffle Winners          

• £60 Hamper  Massimo (Azure) 
• Candle               Kit (Purple) 

• Chanel No.5  Clara (Orange) 
• Poinsettia & Cake Saturn (Pink) 

• Anais   Rachel (Green) 

• Beer   Dara (Purple) 

Thank you again for your incredible support – every ticket purchased helps make a difference for our school 

community! 

✨For more information on our PTA’s fundraising activities, please visit the PTA page on our website: 

https://johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk/pta/  ✨ 

 

https://johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk/pta/
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Curriculum in Action: RE 
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Curriculum in Action: RE (continued) 
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Curriculum in Action: RE (continued) 
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National Year of Reading 

We are all looking forward to having a seasonal break - time to rest, spend time with 

friends and family and re-energise for the new year ahead. At JRS, we are also looking 

forward to GO ALL IN with the 

 

National Year of Reading 2026  

 

Our Spring term will start off the Year of Reading with  

Curiosity: What’s your question? 

- our theme for our combined Science Week and World Book Day, in March!   

What would you like to find out more about? If you’re into it, READ into it!! 

Click the link to find ideas for you to share, engage and support your child’s  

reading journey over the holidays and in the year ahead:    

 https://goallin.org.uk/get-involved/families/ 

 

 

 

https://goallin.org.uk/get-involved/families/
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British Sign Language 

            

Non-Urgent Healthcare 

If you need some non-urgent 

healthcare advice about your 

child, one way to get this is 

through the ParentLine text 

number. 
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Winter Holiday Newsletter – Autism Support Team  
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Winter Holiday Newsletter – Autism Support Team (continued) 
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Winter of Food and Fun 

 

Southwark’s Winter of Food and Fun will run across the winter holidays (22nd December – 2nd January), offering free 
places for children between the ages of 4–16 years receiving benefits-related free school meals.  
They are partnering with local holiday clubs across the borough to provide an exciting programme of food and activities 
for children and young people.   
Each programme will provide:  

• Free, nutritious and tasty food 
• Fun physical activity sessions 
• A wide range of other enriching activities to suit different ages and personalities 

• Opportunities to learn more about food and nutrition  

Click on the following link for the full schedule of activities: Winter of Food and Fun  

Bookings are now open for eligible children and can be made at www.eequ.org/southwarkfoodandfun. 

 

https://johnruskinprimaryschool-my.sharepoint.com/:b:/g/personal/ddavies_johnruskin_southwark_sch_uk/IQBblCEUeCTST4t0DTAKH6OAAQeC3WQYQGoR3eX1NNLl0Vw?e=csiPdV
https://links-2.govdelivery.com/CL0/https:%2F%2Fwww.eequ.org%2Fsouthwarkfoodandfun%3Futm_content=%26utm_medium=email%26utm_name=%26utm_source=govdelivery%26utm_term=/1/0101019b2c023027-1a5d809c-c8a3-41cd-b6c5-59e87f94fc9e-000000/u1FK_bggWLgRJEp_RviNxq9x8WJ6KaIS27DifcspmaU=436
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Holiday Activities 
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Southwark Children & Family Hubs: Parenting Offer 1 
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Southwark Children & Family Hubs: Parenting Offer 2 
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Southwark Children & Family Hubs: Parenting Offer 3 
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Key Events for Week Commencing 5 January  
 
Monday 
2.00-2.30 Burgundy Class swimming 
 
Tuesday 
10.00-10.30 Turquoise Class swimming        
10.30-11.00 Scarlet Class swimming        
 
Wednesday 
9.30  Reception Open Day 
 

 

Forthcoming Dates  
 
30 January Year 5 trip to Science Museum 
 
24 February Orange Class trip to Brockwell Park 
 
2 March Green Class trip to Brockwell Park 
 
9 -13 March Year 5 School Journey 
 

Spring Term Dates 2026 

INSET day: Monday 5 January  

(school closed to pupils) 

Tuesday 6 January -- Friday 13 February 

Half Term Holiday:  Monday 16 February -- Friday 20 February 

Monday 23 February -- Friday 27 March 

(school closes at 2pm) 
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Southwark Council Bulletin 

Read here: Latest News 

 

 

Useful Links 
 
School term dates 25-26 - Term Dates 2025-26 
Our website – www.johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk  
School caterer - https://accentcatering.co.uk/ 
Uniform supplier – www.earthuniform.com/collections/john-ruskin-primary-school  
Secondhand uniform supplier – uniformerly.co.uk/search-listings/?q=&c=17273  
 
School policies, including the school's safeguarding policy –   
https://johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk/parents-information/policies/  
 
The Nest - thenestsouthwark.org.uk  
Chess in Schools - www.chessinschools.co.uk  
Southwark Council – www.southwark.gov.uk  
Camberwell Leisure Centre - southwarkleisure.co.uk/centres/camberwell-leisure-centre  
Parentkind - www.parentkind.org.uk    
Children’s Commissioner - www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk 
Department for Education - www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education  
Ofsted - www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
NHS - www.nhs.uk  
TFL - travelforlife.tfl.gov.uk  
 
 
 
 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUTHWARK/bulletins/3fff01f
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:EU:5f34ad35-9de6-4757-b40a-b09ee8f63e18
http://www.johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk/
https://accentcatering.co.uk/
http://www.earthuniform.com/collections/john-ruskin-primary-school
https://uniformerly.co.uk/search-listings/?q=&c=17273
https://johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk/parents-information/policies/
https://thenestsouthwark.org.uk/
http://www.chessinschools.co.uk/
http://www.southwark.gov.uk/
https://southwarkleisure.co.uk/centres/camberwell-leisure-centre/
http://www.parentkind.org.uk/
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education
http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
http://www.nhs.uk/
https://travelforlife.tfl.gov.uk/

