Weekly Newsletter JOHN RUSKIN PRIMARY SCHOOL
#11 & LANGUAGE CLASSES

21 November 2025

NB: The newsletter is sent from a no-reply email system. If you have a query or question relating to the content of the
newsletter(s), please email office@johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk

Dear Parents and Carers

Jenny, our crossing guard, has been off work ill for some time now. Her manager will be collecting
a card from the John Ruskin staff next Friday (28th November).

If any parents or carers would also like to send her a card, please drop it into the school office by
this date

Christmas Nativity Performances

Our school events have become increasingly popular, and we're delighted that so many families enjoy joining us to
celebrate together. To help accommodate everyone comfortably, we’ve made a few adjustments to the structure
and timings of this year’s festive performances.

Performance Dates

LU: Friday 5th December, 2:00pm

Reception: Wednesday 10th December, 9:30am

KS1 (Years 1 & 2): Tuesday 9th December, 9:30am
KS2 (Years 3 & 4): Thursday 11th December, 9:30am
KS2 (Years 5 & 6): Thursday 11th December, 2:15pm

Further details and arrangements will be shared closer to the time.
We can’t wait to celebrate the festive season with our children and families!
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Curriculum in Action

Curriculum in Action

MUSITE

Year 5 have been practising
reading notation and creating
sequences using beats.

"We have been leamlng about
different letters”

A child in year 5 lalking aboul the musical alphabet

Reception have been learning about
pitch and tempo - moving fast, slow

and singing softly and loudly.

"I like listen.'tng to the piano when

we are singing” Year 2

Nursery have been reciting a
range of nursery rhymes
whilst using a range of
instruments.
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Curriculum in Action (continued)

\

Year 2 have been practising how

to sing in different ranges from

high to low, whilst incorporating
instruments.

\_ i

"I like creating our own music” Year 6
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Year 4 have been using the
xylophones to create their own
simple rhythms.

4 | enjoy music because
we get to plag games

using the instruments”

o‘h f‘ :

Bernfonmances

Many children will have been practising for the nativity
performances taking place in the first 2 weekz of December.
See newsletter dates for details.
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Christmas Nativity and Carol Concert
Donations Needed

This year, we are putting on a nativity and carol

yvour help. It's been many years since we have done a

‘*' concert for you. It's going to be magical but we need i
performance like this. We have some costumes from
previous years but we need quite a lot more. We don't
like to ask but we are looking for parent donations so
we can buy the remaining costumes that we need. If
you feel that you could make a donation, please see
the office staff as soon as possible. We are grateful of
any donation, however small. The office will accept *_
§ cards or cash. Alternatively, if you happen to have any {

Nativity costumes at home or you are good at costume
making, please come and see one of us.

Miss Duffner, Miss Cane and Mr Manera
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Reception Open Day
For parents looking for reception places in September 2026
Wednesday 3rd December at 4pm

Contact the school office to book an appointment:
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School Nursing

..0 Evelina NHS
®  London Guy’s and St Thomas®

MHS Foundation Trust

Evelina school nursing

This leaflet gives more information about the Evelina London school nursing service,
available for school-aged children across Lambeth or Southwark.

Dear Parent or Carer

We'd like to take thiz opportunity to promote our school nursing service. As a parent or carer of
a child in education, you may have a womy about an aspect of their health or wellbeing and be
unsure of how to get the help you need.

School nurses are here to help. We work across Lambeth and Southwark mainstream schools
and some special schools. You can contact us for non-urgent or emergency advice, and support
on a wide range of issues:
* Support with managing medical needs in school
Bedwetting
Sleep
Emotional health and wellbeing
Healthy weight, nuirition and physical activity
Immunisation advice
Healthy lifestyles
Dental
Keeping safe
Puberty and relationships
Parenting advice
Emotional-based school avoidance

Where we can talk to you
We can discuss your child's needs:

in person at school

in person at a local health centre
during a home visit

on the phone

via our text messaging service

Text-messaging service
You can text a school nurse on 07520 631 130. We're available Monday to Friday, 9am to Spm,
except bank holidays. We're available during the school holidays too!

You should get an immediate reply to confirm we have received your text. We'll try to respond
promptly or within 24 hours. If you message outside of working hours, we'll respond the next
working day.

1af2
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School Nursing (continued)

We might tell someone if we're concemed about your child's safety, or the safety of someone
elze, but we would try to speak to you first. Your information is stored on secure electronic
health records and can be seen by other healthcare staff, who will follow the same
confidentiality rules.

If you need help before you hear back from us, contact your GP, nearest walk-in centre, or
dial 111. If it's an emergency, call 999 or go to your nearest emergency department (A&E).

Support and more information
Evelina London school nursing service, web hitps:/fwarw evelinalondon_nhs ukfour-
services/community/school-nursing-servicel/overview_aspx

MHS information about immunisaticn, web hitps:/fwww._nhs.ukivaccinaticns/nhs-vaccinations-
and-when-to-have-them/

Eric, bedwetting, web hitps:feric.org.uk/

Parenting support, Lambeth, web hitpa-ifwww_lambeth.gov_uk/children-young-people-
families/parenting-suppon-service/parenting-sup port-senvice-programmes

Parenting Support Southwark, web hitps/fwww southwark gov ukichildren-young-pecple-
and-families/parenting/help-parenting

Sleep — a guide for parents of autistic children, web hitps/iwww autism_org.uk/advice-and-
guidanceftopics/physical-health/slesp/parents

Healthier families, web httpsJifwww nhs_uk/healthier-families/
Southwark local offer, web hitps:Mlocaloffer southwark_gowvuk/
Lambeth local offer, web hitpsfwww lambeth_ gov.ukflambeths-send-local-offer

Contact us

If you have amy questions or concems about your child, you can contact us Monday to
Friday, 9am to Spm, except bank holidays:

phone 0203 049 4777

email gstt.schoolnurseadmin@nhs.net

For more information on conditions, procedures, freatments and services offered at our
hospitals, please visit web www evelinalondon nhs ukfleaflets

Evelina London medicines helpline

If you have any questions or concemns about your child's medicines,
please speak to the staff caring for them or contact our helpline,
phone 020 71588 3003, Monday to Friday, 10am to Spm

Our values: we are Caring | Ambitious | Inclusive
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Fruit & Veg Vouchers

hos 1
: Rose$ VOUCHERS

fruitaveg

Free fruit and vegetables for
families with young children

The Rose Vouchers Project gives vouchers to
buy fresh fruit and vegetables from local
markets and some other places. If eligible, you
will receive at least £4 of vouchers every week.

Who is it for?

If you live in Southwark and have children under 5%, or
are more than 10 weeks pregnant, you may be able to
get Rose Vouchers if one of the following applies:

* You receive Healthy Start

* You have a low or no household income (less than
£408 income a month if you are on Universal Credit)

* You have no recourse to public funds (NRPF)

* Children must be under 5 until 31st August

SCAN ME e -

1stplace.uk.com/rosevouchers

X rosevouchers@]1stplace.uk.com

% Alexandra Impact
| 1stPlace §q Rose onUrban ouﬁ"‘/afk

Charity Health Council
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After School Club
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Southwark Autism Support Team

éﬂufh”ﬂ”K AUTISM PUBERTY, SEXUAL
2 Council
i WELLBEING

AND RELATIONSHIPS

Mﬁ" For parents of a child on the autistic spectrum, coping with the
- onzet of puberty and their child's emerging sexuality can be
. Y challenging. Knowing what to teach, howtwhen to teach it and
what to expect can be daunting.

Thi=s ses=ion iz a more activity-based approach that would put
parents at ease more quickly and therefore enhance leaming and
muiual support.

* Thizs iz a course for parents — your children do niot
need to attend

+ |t is available to parents with children over the age of 9

* [tis run face to face 10.00-4.00pm at
160 Tooley St London, SE1P 5LX

The course will run on the following dates

24" Movember
Book your place
hittps:iforms.office.com/e/UAJRpRIAGT
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Free Chess Webinars for Children
CSC, who provide our chess sessions at JRS, is offering a series of free chess
C SCi webinars. These are aimed at children aged 8-13 who know the basic rules of
_ 3 chess and are ready to take the next steps towards learning tactics and strategies.

Chess in
Schools and
Communities The webinars will be led by Sean Marsh, Chief Trainer for CSC, whose sessions are

always fun and engaging.

There are three levels of webinar - beginner, intermediate, advanced - each repeated twice a week. At the end of
the programme, 200 children will be invited to take part in a series of online masterclasses led by CSC tutors. These

will run for 10 weeks and will begin in January 2026.

Anyone can join the webinars, but if you would like your child to be considered for the masterclasses, please
register here (on their website) in the next couple of days.

Burgess Sports

Our mission is:

» to offer role models and a pathway to high level achievement

e using sports to break down barriers — both culturally and economically

e to provide high quality experiences to the children that challenge and inspire them
e to show all our participants that they can be successful and achieve their goals

Activities offered include:

° After School Clubs

° Sports camps
° Family kitchen sessions
° Boxing for Women

BurcEss SPos

For more information and key contacts, visit: https://www.burgesssports.org/



https://chessinschools.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b5b3ef6ad07c3c4b018a0e9e1&id=dd698dde6a&e=21c2249dc2
https://www.burgesssports.org/
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Community Opportunities

Southwark Libraries have regular events for adults and children,
including free Tai Chi and Yoga.

Keep an eye on this link to see what’s available:
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/southwark-libraries-31301049255

Southwark

Libraries

"Notting Hill,
Genesis |

Notting Hill Housing is offering Working Communities Bursaries of up to £250 for Southwark residents who would benefit
from financial help securing a job or gaining a qualification.

In the past, the Working Communities Bursary helped residents pay for SIA badges to secure roles in the security industry or
gain their CSCS cards to start them on their journey towards careers in the construction industry. Some other examples of
what the bursaries will cover include:

Fees to attend a training course or gain a qualification
Travel expenses to support a work placement
Purchasing job-relevant equipment or attire

Help towards a business/enterprise start-up

Visit here for more information, including how to apply: http://www.aylesburynow.london/community/new-
opportunities/working-communities-bursary

If you have any questions or you’re unclear about what could be covered under the Working Communities Bursary then email
us at WorkingCommunities@nhg.org.uk, and a member of our team will be happy to help.
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Wee kly Newsletter JOHN RUSKIN PRIMARY SCHOOL
#11 & LANGUAGE CLASSES -

21 November 2025

Community Opportunities (continued)
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CYCLEWORKS

Bike Club London

Burgess Bike Club is an inclusive ride club for kids age 8 to 13 years old. Meeting every other Wednesday at the
Giraffe House by the BMX track. Free, fun and open to all abilities — confidence-building cycling sessions in a safe,
social environment where you can make new friends and learn new skills. Loan bikes available if needed — just turn
up! Led by Emily Lewis, super driven cycling advocate.

GirlsBike2

The club for girls and non-binary young folk living near Burgess Park, aged 8-16 years old, to discover the joys of

cycling, challenging themselves and learning new skills, all led by the inimitable Emily Lewis, a super driven cycling
advocate.

For more information, visit: https://communitycycleworks.co.uk/



https://communitycycleworks.co.uk/
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Key Events for Week Commencing 24 November

Monday

2.00-2.30 Burgundy Class swimming

All day Green Class visit to Tower of London
Tuesday

10.00-10.30  Turquoise Class swimming
10.30-11.00  Scarlet Class swimming

Wednesday

All day Orange Class visit to Tower of London
Thursday

All day Burgundy Class visit to Horniman Museum
Friday

2.00 Vermilion Class swimming

All day Year 3 visit to Horniman Museum

Forthcoming Dates

3 December  4pm -- Reception Open Day

9 March 2026 Year 5 School Journey

Autumn Term Dates 2025

INSET days: Monday 1 and Tuesday 2 September
(school closed to pupils)

Wednesday 3 September - Friday 24 October
Half Term Holiday: Monday 27 October - Friday 31 October

Monday 3 November - Friday 19 December
(school closes at 2pm)
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Southwark Council Bulletin

Read here: Latest News

Residents’ & & ik
news PO

Council

Useful Links

School term dates 25-26 - Term Dates 2025-26

Our website — www.johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk

School caterer - https://accentcatering.co.uk/

Uniform supplier — www.earthuniform.com/collections/john-ruskin-primary-school
Secondhand uniform supplier — uniformerly.co.uk/search-listings/?q=&c=17273

School policies, including the school's safeguarding policy —
https://johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk/parents-information/policies/

The Nest - thenestsouthwark.org.uk

Chess in Schools - www.chessinschools.co.uk

Southwark Council — www.southwark.gov.uk

Camberwell Leisure Centre - southwarkleisure.co.uk/centres/camberwell-leisure-centre
Parentkind - www.parentkind.org.uk

Children’s Commissioner - www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk

Department for Education - www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education
Ofsted - www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted

NHS - www.nhs.uk

TFL - travelforlife.tfl.gov.uk
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