
Weekly Newsletter 
#11 
21 November 2025 
 

1 
 

NB: The newsletter is sent from a no-reply email system.  If you have a query or question relating to the content of the 
newsletter(s), please email office@johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk  
 

Dear Parents and Carers 

 

Jenny, our crossing guard, has been off work ill for some time now. Her manager will be collecting 

a card from the John Ruskin staff next Friday (28th November). 

If any parents or carers would also like to send her a card, please drop it into the school office by 

this date 

 

Christmas Nativity Performances 

Our school events have become increasingly popular, and we’re delighted that so many families enjoy joining us to 

celebrate together. To help accommodate everyone comfortably, we’ve made a few adjustments to the structure 

and timings of this year’s festive performances. 

Performance Dates 

LU: Friday 5th December, 2:00pm 

Reception: Wednesday 10th December, 9:30am 

KS1 (Years 1 & 2): Tuesday 9th December, 9:30am 

KS2 (Years 3 & 4): Thursday 11th December, 9:30am 

KS2 (Years 5 & 6): Thursday 11th December, 2:15pm 

Further details and arrangements will be shared closer to the time. 

We can’t wait to celebrate the festive season with our children and families! 

 

http://www.clipartpanda.com/categories/music-notes-clip-art-png
mailto:office@johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk
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Curriculum in Action 
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Curriculum in Action (continued) 
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British Sign Language 

 

            

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reception Open Day 

For parents looking for reception places in September 2026 

Wednesday 3rd December at 4pm 

Contact the school office to book an appointment: office@johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk 

 

 

🌟 Happy International Teacher Assistant Day! 🌟 

 

Today we celebrate and appreciate our amazing Teaching Assistants at John Ruskin. 

Thank you for the energy, care, patience, and dedication you bring every single day. 

Your support makes such a difference to our children, our classrooms, and our whole school community. 

 

We see you. We value you. We couldn’t do it without you. 💛 

 

— With gratitude from the team 

file://///DC-SRV-01/Shared%20Area%20-%20Curriculum%20Drive$/All%20Staff%20Shared%20Data/Leadership%20&%20Management/Newsletters/2025-26/Weekly%20Newsletter/Autumn/office@johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk
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School Nursing 
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School Nursing (continued) 
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Fruit & Veg Vouchers 
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After School Club 
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Southwark Autism Support Team 
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Free Chess Webinars for Children 

CSC, who provide our chess sessions at JRS, is offering a series of free chess 

webinars. These are aimed at children aged 8-13 who know the basic rules of 

chess and are ready to take the next steps towards learning tactics and strategies.  

 

The webinars will be led by Sean Marsh, Chief Trainer for CSC, whose sessions are 

always fun and engaging. 

 

There are three levels of webinar - beginner, intermediate, advanced - each repeated twice a week. At the end of 

the programme, 200 children will be invited to take part in a series of online masterclasses led by CSC tutors. These 

will run for 10 weeks and will begin in January 2026. 

 

Anyone can join the webinars, but if you would like your child to be considered for the masterclasses, please 

register here (on their website) in the next couple of days. 

 

Burgess Sports  

Our mission is: 

• to offer role models and a pathway to high level achievement 
• using sports to break down barriers – both culturally and economically 
• to provide high quality experiences to the children that challenge and inspire them 
• to show all our participants that they can be successful and achieve their goals 
 

 
Activities offered include: 
 

• After School Clubs 

• Sports camps 

• Family kitchen sessions 

• Boxing for Women 
 

 

 

For more information and key contacts, visit: https://www.burgesssports.org/ 

 

https://chessinschools.us9.list-manage.com/track/click?u=b5b3ef6ad07c3c4b018a0e9e1&id=dd698dde6a&e=21c2249dc2
https://www.burgesssports.org/
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Community Opportunities 

Southwark Libraries have regular events for adults and children, 

including free Tai Chi and Yoga.  

Keep an eye on this link to see what’s available:  

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/southwark-libraries-31301049255 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Notting Hill Housing is offering Working Communities Bursaries of up to £250 for Southwark residents who would benefit 

from financial help securing a job or gaining a qualification. 

In the past, the Working Communities Bursary helped residents pay for SIA badges to secure roles in the security industry or 

gain their CSCS cards to start them on their journey towards careers in the construction industry. Some other examples of 

what the bursaries will cover include: 

Fees to attend a training course or gain a qualification 

Travel expenses to support a work placement 

Purchasing job-relevant equipment or attire 

Help towards a business/enterprise start-up 

Visit here for more information, including how to apply: http://www.aylesburynow.london/community/new-

opportunities/working-communities-bursary  

If you have any questions or you’re unclear about what could be covered under the Working Communities Bursary then email 

us at WorkingCommunities@nhg.org.uk, and a member of our team will be happy to help. 

 

https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/o/southwark-libraries-31301049255
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Community Opportunities (continued) 

 

 

 

Bike Club London 

Burgess Bike Club is an inclusive ride club for kids age 8 to 13 years old. Meeting every other Wednesday at the 
Giraffe House by the BMX track. Free, fun and open to all abilities – confidence-building cycling sessions in a safe, 
social environment where you can make new friends and learn new skills. Loan bikes available if needed – just turn 
up! Led by Emily Lewis, super driven cycling advocate. 
  
 

GirlsBike2 

The club for girls and non-binary young folk living near Burgess Park, aged 8-16 years old, to discover the joys of 
cycling, challenging themselves and learning new skills, all led by the inimitable Emily Lewis, a super driven cycling 
advocate. 
 

 

For more information, visit:  https://communitycycleworks.co.uk/  

 

 

  

https://communitycycleworks.co.uk/
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Key Events for Week Commencing 24 November  
 
Monday 
2.00-2.30 Burgundy Class swimming 
All day  Green Class visit to Tower of London 
 
Tuesday 
10.00-10.30 Turquoise Class swimming        
10.30-11.00 Scarlet Class swimming 
 
Wednesday 
All day  Orange Class visit to Tower of London        
 
Thursday 
All day  Burgundy Class visit to Horniman Museum 
 
Friday 
2.00  Vermilion Class swimming 
All day  Year 3 visit to Horniman Museum 
 

 

Forthcoming Dates  
 
3 December 4pm -- Reception Open Day 
 
9 March 2026 Year 5 School Journey 
 

Autumn Term Dates 2025 

INSET days: Monday 1 and Tuesday 2 September  

(school closed to pupils) 

Wednesday 3 September - Friday 24 October 

Half Term Holiday:  Monday 27 October - Friday 31 October 

Monday 3 November - Friday 19 December  

(school closes at 2pm) 
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Southwark Council Bulletin 

Read here: Latest News 

 

 

Useful Links 
 
School term dates 25-26 - Term Dates 2025-26 
Our website – www.johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk  
School caterer - https://accentcatering.co.uk/ 
Uniform supplier – www.earthuniform.com/collections/john-ruskin-primary-school  
Secondhand uniform supplier – uniformerly.co.uk/search-listings/?q=&c=17273  
 
School policies, including the school's safeguarding policy –   
https://johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk/parents-information/policies/  
 
The Nest - thenestsouthwark.org.uk  
Chess in Schools - www.chessinschools.co.uk  
Southwark Council – www.southwark.gov.uk  
Camberwell Leisure Centre - southwarkleisure.co.uk/centres/camberwell-leisure-centre  
Parentkind - www.parentkind.org.uk    
Children’s Commissioner - www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk 
Department for Education - www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education  
Ofsted - www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted 
NHS - www.nhs.uk  
TFL - travelforlife.tfl.gov.uk  
 

https://content.govdelivery.com/accounts/UKSOUTHWARK/bulletins/3fc2470
https://acrobat.adobe.com/id/urn:aaid:sc:EU:5f34ad35-9de6-4757-b40a-b09ee8f63e18
http://www.johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk/
https://accentcatering.co.uk/
http://www.earthuniform.com/collections/john-ruskin-primary-school
https://uniformerly.co.uk/search-listings/?q=&c=17273
https://johnruskin.southwark.sch.uk/parents-information/policies/
https://thenestsouthwark.org.uk/
http://www.chessinschools.co.uk/
http://www.southwark.gov.uk/
https://southwarkleisure.co.uk/centres/camberwell-leisure-centre/
http://www.parentkind.org.uk/
http://www.childrenscommissioner.gov.uk/
http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/department-for-education
http://www.gov.uk/government/organisations/ofsted
http://www.nhs.uk/
https://travelforlife.tfl.gov.uk/

